http://jipk.hsu.ac.ir

(NN

Interdisciplinary Studies of Great Khorasan 5rose, 2026, vol 1, Issue 1, 31-51

A Comparative Study of the Representation of Women in the Novel "*The Last Train of
Istanbul™ by Ayesha Kolin and the Novel " The Prince of Ehtejab" by Houshang

Golshiri Based on Giro's Social Semiotics

Zahra Shahraki Ein Ali*'™, Mandana Alimi%®, Zakiyeh Rajabi?

1. Ph.D. Student in Persian Language and Literature, Mashhad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad, Iran
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Azadshahr Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Azadshahr, Iran

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Mashhad Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Mashhad, Iran

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type: Research Article

Article history:

Received: 26 November 2025
Revised: 21 February 2026
Accepted: 12 April 2026
Published online: 14 April 2026

Keywords:

Comparative literature,
Representation of women,
Semiotics,

Pirgirou,

Houshang Golshiri Ayshe Kulin.

This study adopts an interdisciplinary approach to reread major texts of Khorasani
mysticism — including Magamat of Abu Sa ‘id Abu’l-Khair, Kashf al-Mahjub
by Ali Hujwiri, and Asrar al-Tawhid by Muhammad ibn Munawwar — in light
of the theories of Michel Foucault and Roland Barthes. These texts are examined
not only as spiritual and ethical sources but also as complex discourses of power,
language, and identity. From a Foucauldian perspective, power operates through
micro-networks embedded within language and regimes of knowledge.
Accordingly, the figure of the Shaykh in Sufi texts is represented as a subject of
spiritual authority shaped through linguistic mechanisms rather than formal
institutional power. Drawing on Barthes’ approach and the theory of the “death
of the author,” the study also shows that meaning in these works emerges not
from authorial intention but from the reader’s interaction with linguistic codes
and multilayered narratives. In these texts, Sufi language is not merely a tool for
representing truth; it is itself truth-producing. Terms such as fana (annihilation),
sayr (spiritual journey), shuhiid (vision), and hal (state) generate a sacred
symbolic system that constructs a distinct spiritual world. At the same time, the
Sufi is portrayed as a socio-cultural subject who engages — and at times conflicts
— with dominant religious, political, and popular discourses. Positioned at the
margins of formal order, this marginality itself becomes a source of alternative
power. Ultimately, this research demonstrates that Khorasani Sufi prose texts —
especially the three works examined — create an independent, complex, and
multilayered discourse through their distinctive use of language, narrative, and
symbolism, by which spiritual authority, Sufi identity, and sacred experience are
continually re-created. These works are not merely spiritual writings but living
cultural artifacts of the encounter between language, power, and subjectivity in
the historical context of Iran.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

The study explores semiotics as an interdisciplinary field concerned with how meaning is produced,
circulated, and interpreted across linguistic and non-linguistic systems. Moving beyond classical
structuralist foundations, social semiotics—particularly as developed by Pierre Guiraud—emphasizes
the inseparable relationship between signs, society, and power. From this perspective, meaning is
socially constructed and ideologically charged, manifesting through systems such as language, dress,
gesture, ritual, silence, and spatial organization. The novel, as a cultural and narrative form, serves as a
privileged site for examining these sign systems because literary discourse not only reflects but also
reconstructs, legitimizes, or challenges social realities. This study focuses on a comparative semiotic
analysis of the representation of women in Houshang Golshiri’s Shazdeh Ehtejab and Ayse Kulin’s The
Last Train to Istanbul.

METHODOLOGY

This research applies Pierre Guiraud’s framework of social semiotics to the two novels. The analysis
considers how narrative elements—including characterization, dialogue, spatial arrangements, and
symbolic details—transform social codes into narrative structures that encode or contest gender roles,
class hierarchies, and cultural memory. The study further contextualizes Golshiri’s portrayal of
patriarchal authority within Iranian traditional structures historically associated with Cultural Khorasan,
focusing on hierarchical family systems, patriarchal norms, honor-based codes, and ritual-centered
domestic organization.

RESULTS

The analysis shows that despite differences in genre, narrative strategy, and historical background, both
novels position women as central figures within complex semiotic systems structured by gendered
power relations. Female characters emerge not as isolated fictional individuals but as social signs
embedded in cultural discourses. Their bodies, speech patterns, clothing, rituals, emotional expressions,
spatial positions, and silences contribute to the construction and negotiation of identity, authority,
memory, and resistance. The female body is depicted as a site of ideological inscription; language
functions as a medium that reinforces or destabilizes hierarchy; silence operates as both a marker of
subjugation and a strategy of survival.

CONCLUSIONS

The findings indicate that in both Shazdeh Ehtejab and The Last Train to Istanbul, women function as
semiotic agents whose presence reveals the underlying structures of domination and cultural memory
within their respective societies. Golshiri’s narrative, when read through the lens of Cultural
Khorasan’s traditional social codes, reflects broader patriarchal sign systems that extend beyond the
confines of the aristocratic household depicted in the novel. Taken together, the novels illustrate how
literary texts serve as semiotic fields in which gendered power relations are encoded, contested, and
reimagined.
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